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Ministry Paper NO. 4:%/309‘7

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, JAMAICA (2020)

PURPOSE
The Honourable House is asked to note the Court of Appeal Jamaica Annual
Report for the Calendar Year 2020.

BACKGROUND

The Court of Appeal Jamaica (hereafter referred as the “Court of Appeal”) was
established by the Constitution of Jamaica in 1962 and its jurisdiction is
established under the Judicature (Appellate Jurisdiction) Act, the Judicature
(Parish Courts) Act and the Justices of the Peace (Appeals) Act.

The judges of the Court of Appeal exercise great care in reviewing the decisions
of the lower courts and tribunals. In doing so, the Court of Appeal hears and
determines a variety of matters ranging from procedural applications and
procedural enpeals to substantive appeals. The Court of Appeal in pronouncing
judgement comprehensively outlines the reasons for its decisions which are

published on its website at www.courtofappeal.gov.jm to ensure public access and

accountability.

For the Calendar Year 2020, the Court of Appeal continued to pursue its mandate
to hear appeals from the Supreme Court, the Parish Courts, Tribunals,
Proceedings on Application for a Writ of Habeas Corpus/Order of Certiorari,
Mandamus or Prohibition in a Criminal Cause, and Orders imposing imprisonment

or fine for Contempt of Court.

ANNUAL REPORT
The Annual Report covered the performance of the Court of Appeal in the following
major areas:
» Judges of the Court — Composition, Retirement, Appointments
e Court Staff — Staff Complement and Movement
e Sittings ~ Hilary Term, Easter Term and Michaelmas Term, Special
Sittings
e Work of the Court — Procedural Applications, Procedural Appeals,
Substantive Appeals and Judgements
e Practice Directions and Notes

e News.
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