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ANNUAL REPORTS AND AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE
JAMAICA VETERINARY BOARD FOR THE YEARS ENDED MARCH 31, 2014 TO

MARCH 31, 2015

The matter for tabling in the Houses of Parliament is the Annual Reports and Audited
Financial Statements of the Jamaica Veterinary Board for the years ended March 31, 2014 and

March 31, 2015. These reports are being tabled in Parliament in accordance with the provisions

of the schedule to Section 3 of the Veterinary Act.

2. FUNCTIONS OF THE JAMAICA VETERINARY BOARD
The functions of the Board are:

to register veterinary surgeons and enroll animal health assistants;

" to regulate the training of persons for enrolment as animal health assistants;
" to appoint examiners to conduct such examinations in respect of persons applying for
registration as veterinary surgeons and persons applying for enrolment as animal
health assistants as may from time to time be necessary under the provisions of the
Veterinary Act;

to ensure the maintenance of acceptable standards of professional conduct by persons

registered as veterinary surgeons or enrolled as animal health assistants, as the case

may be, under the Veterinary Act
3. REGISTRATION OF VETERINARIANS

In fulfilling one of its core functions, the Board registered several veterinarians that were
successful in both the National Examination for Registration of Veterinarians (NERV) and
interviews. The Board registered ten (10) persons to practice veterinary medicine for the two-
year period under review. In addition to the permanently registered veterinarians for the two-year
period, an aggregate number of seventeen (17) veterinarians were temporarily registered to
practice in Jamaica. They were reported to be from the International Spay-Neuter Network

(ISNN) of the USA, brought in to assist with low cost/ free Spay/Neuter clinics across the island.

These registrations were as follows:

Year No. of Permanent | No. of Temporary | Total Veterinarians Registered to
Registrations Registrations Practice in Jamaica

2013/14 3 10 89

2014/15 () 7 97

4. CONTINUING VETERINARY MEDICAL EDUCATION

In year 2013/14, the Board took the decision to encourage veterinarians to comply
voluntarily with the Continued Education (CE) requirement of attaining ten (10) CE credits. The

Board indicated that no punitive action would be taken against veterinarians who had not



complied, as the amendment of the Veterinary Act, 1975 to include CE as a pre-requisite for
licensure, was incomplete. In year 2014/15, eighty-five percent (85%) of veterinarians complied

with the CE requirement of the impending Implementation Plan for the CE regime.

5. VETERINARY ACT
Work continued on the amendment to the Veterinary Act over the two-year period with the
board receiving the first draft from the Chief Parliamentary Council (CPC). The Board provided

the necessary information to facilitate the process.

6. SALARY AND EMOLUMENTS
The salaries and erholuments of the directors are included at appendices I and II. There
are no senior executives employed to the Jamaica Veterinary Board. The Registrar performs the

administrative functions.

7. AUDITOR’S REPORT

The Auditor General’s Department audited the financial statements of the Jamaica
Veterinary Board. Over the two-year review period, the auditors have stated that proper
accounting records have been kept and that the Receipt and Payment Statements are a fair

representation of the financial transactions of the Jamaica Veterinary Board.

8. The 2014 and 2015 Annual Reports and Audited Financial Statements of the Jamaica
Veterinary Board are hereby submitted to be tabled in the Houses of Parliament in accordance

with the provisions of the schedule to Section 3 of the Veterinary Act.

Karl Samuda CD, MP
Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries
May 4,2017
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