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SALUTATION 

I rise with humility to say thanks. Firstly, to Almighty God for his continued 
grace and mercy towards me. Secondly, I must express my heartfelt thanks to 
the Jamaican people for their consistent prayers and words of encouragement. 

To you Mr. Speaker, the Clerk of the Houses of Parliament and her staff, I 
extent my gratitude for the continued professionalism and commitment to the 
administration of the affairs of the Houses of Parliament. 

Similarly, I express my thanks to the members of staff at the Office of the 
Leader of the Opposition for their dedication to service and their comlnitment 
to excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, I crave the indulgence of this Honourable House to also thank:

• 	 my husband Errald for his love, understanding and support, 
• 	 my housekeeper Marva for her loyalty and devotion, 
• 	 the members of my Security Team for their vigilance, understanding and 

dedication to duty. 

I thank my brother, sisters and other family members for staying by my side 
through these many years. 

Mr. Speaker, to the people of SW St. Andrew I say thanks for your continued 
love and support. 

I give each and every one of you my eternal appreciation and gratitude. 

I recommit myself to work for your personal advancement and the development 
of your communities. 

It has not been an easy road, but together with your Councillors, we have made 
great strides. 

With your full participation and your continued support, we will achieve the 
vision we have set for our home S.W. St. Andrew. 
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To members of my team: 

• 	 the Spokespersons Council 
• 	 my Task Force 
• 	 the Officers and members of the People's National Party 


thank you for the good work you continue to do. 


It is this work and the mutual support that has allowed me to stand here today 
to address members of this house and the wider Jamaican family, not just as 
Leader of the People's National Party or as Leader of the OppOSition, but as a 
member of a team that is coheSive. singing from the same notes, on the same 
page of the same hymn book and performing as a single orchestra. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mr. Speaker. I address this Honourable House today with the words of two 
songs playing in my mind. Both songs are called "Exodus", The first is the 
patriotiC classic which I paraphrase today. 

It says, "This land is ours. God gave this land to us, this brave and ancient 
land. to us. So take my hand and walk this land with me.,.a land where 
children can run free ... · 

The second song, Mr. Speaker, is the Bob Marley anthem Exodus. which calls 
strongly for a "movement of Jab people". I feel the energy today that calls for 
movement and activity to take this country fOlWard. 

Mr. Speaker. despite all that is happening around us, although we see the hard 
road to travel and the mighty long way to go. I feel a positive energy. 

That energy comes from the heartbeats of the Jamaican people who keep 
striving day after day. week after week and month after month to improve their 
lives. 

It is the grit. the determination. the resilience and the creativity of the 
Jamaican people. who want only what is good for their families and their 
communities which provide the positive energy that keeps this Opposition 
working. 
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This land is ours to stand up for, it is ours to defend. 

We all have a right to demand answers to questions and seek appropriate 

remedies to problems. And Mr. Speaker, that, we will never cease to do. 

So as I rise today, I wish to urge the Jamaican people at home and overseas, as 

the Book of Joshua does, to "Be strong and of good courage. 


This is a nation that has proven that it is capable of rising to any occasion; it 

has the potential to unite and the ability to overcome. 


I call on the Jamaican people today to do both... to unite and to overcome. 

I call upon the energy that comes from the sure and certain knowledge that 
Exodus, the claSSic. tells us resoundingly, "that when the morning sun reveals 
her hills and plains...with the help of God, we know we can be strong, this land 
is our land"! 
My message to the people of Jamaica today is that all is not lost. there is still 
hope. 
This is the background against which I address this Honourable House today. 

THE BUDGET AND ITS IMPACT 

On Tuesday. our Spokesperson on Finance Dr. Omar Davies dealt with the 
numbers behind the budget. Today. I will consider the impact of the budget on 
the Jamaican Family. 

Mr. Speaker. the nation's budget is supposed to point the way forward and to 
show in clear and specific terms the priority programmes to achieve key 
developmental milestones. That was what I looked for as I reviewed the 
Budget. 

As I considered its implications on the lives of the Jrunaican people. it became 
clear. This budget is incomplete. incoherent and it is incredible - not credible 
at all! 

Even more significantly, this budget is unbalanced! 
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Beyond the miscalculations and beyond the clear fiction of much of the 
numbers. somethiy is missina;. 

Mr. Speaker, the People are missing from this Budget! 

Three years ago, in the 2006 Budget Debate someone in this Honourable House 
said and I quote: 

"We make a mistake iJwe think it is a choice between balancing books 
and balancing lives. We must "balance the books in order to balance the 
lives" but painful experience has shown that balancing books does not, 
in and of itself balance people's lives. There is after all, no purpose in 
balancing the books, iJin the process we destroy people's lives". 

Mr. Speaker, those were not my words. Those were the words of the Hon. Prime 
Minister when he was in Opposition. 

He was agreeing with my own commitment to not only balance the books, but 
to balance people's lives. But that is not what the Prime Minister has been 
doing. 

The Prime Minister is failing to balance the books and he is failing woefully to 
balance people's lives. Those who talk the talk must also walk the walk. This 
budget does not even attempt to balance people's lives! 

Where the Government sees only figures, we see the impact of these figures on 
the Jamaican family and on the country. 

Where they see cuts in programmes, we see the impact of these cuts on the 
people many of whom are already buckling under the strain of daily life. 

Where they see only tax revenues, we see the devastating impact on people's 
livelihood. Mr. Speaker, because a number of the measures have been 
implemented from as far back as December, the budget is already having a 
devastating impact on the Jamaican people. 

• the middle class 
• professionals in both the public and private sector 
• the business community 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 



6 


• the self-employed 
• the unemployed 
• the underemployed 
• the pensioner 
• the farmer 
• the youths 
• thewomen 
• the aged 
• the poor and destitute have been severely affected. 
• No one has been spared 

Examinin"ffThe Books" 

Last year. the government presented three different budgets. When we told 
them that the figures were not credible, they scoffed at us and gave more 
flawed figures. 

Mr. Speaker. we have been proven right. The Government was wrong. and the 
country is now paying a heavy price for the trial and error approach. It worries 
me that we still cannot determine whether or not this is the real budget. 

Therefore. Mr. Speaker I have a real difficulty relying on the data presented in 
the Budget. Yet this is what the government presented and therefore this is 
what we have to work with. 

Mr. Speaker. this year's budget is $90 billion less than last year's revised 
budget. With inflation projected to be more than 10 percent, this year's budget 
will purchase 25% less goods and services. 

It will. in reality be far worse. given increases of 

• 60% in adult bus fares, 
• 25% on children's fares, 
• tax on electricity bills, 
• tax on gas announced in April 2009, and Mr. Speaker. 
• the tax on top of that tax which was announced in December. 
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All these will impact tremendously on the overall cost of living and the quality 
of people's lives. 

It is therefore no surprise that only this past Tuesday, the Business and 
Consumer Confidence Survey conducted by the Jamaica Conference Board an 
affiliate of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce revealed a steep fall in both 
indices to the lowest since 2003. 

Consumer confidence is now 57 pOints lower than it was in the last quarter of 
2007. Business confidence has also fallen sharply and is well below where it 
was in the last quarter since 2007 when we left office. 

Mr. Speaker, this Budget is typified by reductions in Government Spending. 

This reduced Government spending will have negative repercussions on basic 
services such as education, health- care, national security, solid waste 
management, environmental protection and the development of our young 
people and so many other areas of national life. 

The reduction of the budget will also contract the economy because; the reality 
is that Government is the largest player in this, as in many other economies. 

Mr. Speaker, their approach isfolding andjlawed. 

KPMG in its recent comment on the Budget, stated and I quote, 

"Reductions in spending on education, health care, water and transport, 
hurt our long term. economic growth prospects and create a less 
educated, less healthy and less productive society". 

It is estimated that the current budget will lead to a contraction in aggregate 
demand of some 450 billion dollars or 37.8 percent of GDP. 

Mr. Speaker, such an outcome is the exact opposite of what is needed if we are 
to grow out of this recession and back to a path of development. 

Take heed, Mr. Speaker. their approach is folding and it is jlawed. 
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Mr. Speaker we are all agreed that a balanced budget or more importantly a 
surplus budget is the ideal. 

The traditional ways of balancing the books have been through increasing 
taxes and reducing expenditure. 

But in times of economic challenge, such as the country currently faces, this 
approach is disastrous. 

More developed economies and progressive governments understand this point. 

They have taken the route to protect the vulnerable and not to increase the 
suffering of their people. They have found ways to increase aggregate demand. 

We are curious to know why this government has chosen the opposite route. 

A route that is in clear contravention of the Prime Minister's own eloquently 
expressed words while he was in OppOSition. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no delight in making these observations. They are not 
political scores. If the budget is folding, every single flaw has a negative impact 
on the lives of the Jamaican people. 

REAL LIVES. REAL PAIN 

Mr. Speaker, Let me give you two examples of the kind of hardships that the 
people of Jamaica are facing - real lives. real pain. 

Impact on Students and Minimum. Wage earners 

A young lady was recently seen on the evening news explaining her plight. 

She is a tertiary student and is provided with $400 per day to meet her 

expenses. 


She usually spends $200 per day for her bus fare from the $400. 


With the increase in bus fare, she will now have to spend $320 per day leaving 

her with only 80 dollars. 
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What can 80 dollars do? Can it buy lunch that is sufficient to properly nourish 
her body and sustain her mind? I THINK NOT! 

Perhaps her mother is a single mother. She too will have to pay a minimum of 
$160.00 per day to and from work. 

That is $480.00 per day or $2400.00 per week for bus fare for mother and 
daughter, up from $1500.00. 

If this mother is a minimum wage earner she is using more than 50% of her 
salary for transportation alone. 

Secondly. Mr. Speaker, let me give you another practical example. This time it 
is of a police officer. Let us call him "Squaddie". 

He earns $115,000 per month before statutory deductions of $14,658.73. 

He has a car loan, of $26,000 per month, he spends $40.000 per month on gas 
to get to and from work, and he gives each of Ws three children less than 
$500.00 per day for transportation and lunch, a total of $28,000 for the month. 

That is a total of $108,658.73. Deduct that from the $115,000.00. He has not 
yet paid rent nor has he bought food including his own lunch. He has not paid 
light bill, nor water. Is he living above his means? How much more can this 
officer really bear? 

These are real persons, Mr. Speaker. They are feeling real paint 

I will now examine the impact of this budget on a number of groups of persons 
within the Jamaican family Mr. Speaker, more than any other grouping the 
elderly and the young are most severely affected in climate a climate such as 
this. 

Impact on Pensioners 

I will begin with our pensioners. Pensioners exist on a fixed income. They have 
no capacity to be flexible in the case of increased costs for transportation, food, 
utility bills, and medical expenses. They are the retired teachers, police, nurses 
and other public servants. 
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They will feel the full impact of the four tax packages which the government 
introduced last year. 

• Increased GeT on a number of items 
• Increased taxes on phones and phone calls 
• Taxes on Electricity 
• Increased taxes on gas 
• Increases in bus fares and other transportation costs 
• And now increased property taxes 

Add to that, the fact that many of them are seeing their investment income 
dissipate under the JDX. Mr. Speaker, while some of our elderly will be able to 
benefit from the PATH Programme, there are a group of pensioners that fall out 
of this safety net and who have already been severely impacted by these tax 
packages and the Jamaica Debt Exchange Programme. 

In January, I spoke of the impact the JDX would have had on pensioners and 
Pension Funds. The government denied any possible negative impact. Now the 
negative impacts are becoming increasingly apparent. 

I am very disappointed that in developing the JDX, no consideration was given 
to its negative impact on Pension Fund and therefore on the individual 
pensioner. NIS pensioners and those on "defined contributions" will be the 
main victims. 

The pensioners are also hearing that the National Insurance Fund is expected 
to see reduced Investment returns of 2.5 Billion Dollars. They are being told 
that armual contributions to the National Insurance Fund from workers and 
employers are less than payout for pension benefits. In other words their 
current income to the fund is inadequate to meet current payments. This has 
serious implications for pensioners and current contributors. 

Mr. Speaker, these proud Jamaicans who have contributed dearly to their 
country's development in the spring time of their lives are now in the autumn 
of their lives finding it increasingly difficult to cope. 
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I am appealing to the government to take a special look at the plight of our 
senior citizens and pensioners who have seIVed their country with honour and 
are facing hard times? 

As simple as it may seem to some in the House, even the closure of some Postal 
Facilities. will add to their transportation costs as they will have to travel 
further to collect their meager pensions. 

Impact on the Youth 

Mr. Speaker I will now turn to the impact of the budget on the youth. Many of 
them are unemployed and are at risk. According to the Statistical Institute of 
Jamaica, the present level of youth unemployment is 24.5 percent within the 
20-24 age group. 

They will find themselves slipping deeper and deeper into hopelessness and 
despair. 

As they see those around and close to them losing their jobs, as businesses fail 
and redundancies continue apace it is hard for them to remain hopeful. For 
them social instability is too real. 

Mr. Speaker, our young people deseIVe more. This is a breach that must be 
repaired. We need a rescue mission for our youth. Failure to do this could lead 
to increased anti social behavior. 

To the young people I say, do not give up hope. As Taurus Riley reminds us 
"Where there is a will, there is a way. No matter how hard it may seem don't 
give up. 

Impact on the Farmer 

Let us now look at the farmers. 

Mr. Speaker, we speak of the farmer and his or her importance in helping to 
keep our economy afloat and feed our people. They are affected by drought, 
the high prices of inputs and they are certainly affected decreased demand for 
their products. Very soon, people will be unable to purchase basic food and 
ground provisions. 
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This will expose the fanners to the risk of losing their properties if they cannot 
pay back their loans or pay their property tax which have recently been 
increased. 

Mr. Speaker, the very fanners who in 2006 were promised that they should be 
driving SUVs instead of riding donkeys are now in grave danger of losing even 
their donkeys. 

Mr. Speaker, don't be surprised if the fanner who was supposed to be talking 
to me on his cell phone from his field during the election campaign, may soon 
call me to say: 

"Sister P, me and mi neighbor a SUffer under Labour". 

PERSONS UNDER THE SOCIAL SAFETY NET 

The provisions in the budget for the Social Safety Net are woefully inadequate 
to address the pressures with which our pensioners are being faced. 

With inflation projected to be between 10 and 15 percent this year, the 
pressure on this group in the society will be even more severe. 

Mr. Speaker, Government must urgently consider recalibrating the budget. 
They should lobby the multi-laterals to increase their contribution to the Safety 
Net, as we did with the PATH Programme so that our vulnerable brothers and 
Sisters, are not left on the scrap heap of poverty - robbed of their dignity. This 
is not unthinkable in light of provisions made under the JDX and other 
programmes for protecting 'large financial institutions'. 

Mr. Speaker, let me place on record my concerns about a worrying trend that 
has developed. Many persons would have seen what appears to be the parading 
of PATH beneficiaries including children in front of cameras. 

Let us be very clear. The intention of the PATH Programme is to assist and 
provide benefits to people so that their dignity may be preserved. We on this 
side believe that to showcase the benefiCiaries as part of a Public Relations 
campaign putting poor people on display. This robs them of their dignity, and 
must not be countenanced by anyone in our society. When we developed the 
PATH programme it was to provide genuine assistance to the needy. 
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It was never intended for vulgar political public relations. This is contrary to 
the culture and traditions of a proud and dignified people. Mr. Speaker, the 
most vulnerable amongst us deserve some respect from their government. 

Public Sector Workers 

I now tum to public sector workers - our nurses and other health sector 
workers, our teachers, our security forces, our civil servants our firemen and 
women and so many others who have made such valuable contributions to our 
country over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, this budget comes at a time when there is unease in the Public 
Sector. For one, the gains made by the Public Sector worker over the many 
years have now been steadily eroded. 

This budget comes after repeated breaches of contractual agreements with the 
public sector workers and trade unions, for 70/0 increase in salaries for 2009. It 
comes at a time when almost 30 billion dollars is owed to public sector 
workers. 

• :. The 7% owed for 2009 amounts to 8 Billion Dollars 
.:. The 7% that becomes due in 2010 amounts to another 8 Billion Dollars 
.:. The Government has already conceded that some 13.4 Billion Dollars are 

presently owed to the Public Sector 

Mr. Speaker, such a situation is untenable and is a recipe for low morale and 
reduced productivity. There is no mention of a payment plan for all the 
outstanding money in this budget. 

In this budget, the government has announced a unilateral wage freeze for the 
next two years; this is in addition to last year's unilateral wage freeze. 

Mr. Speaker, that is bad, but it gets much worse. 

The plan presented to the IMF by the Minister of Finance, by this Government 
calls for five years of wage freeze - 2009,2010,2011,2012 and 2013. 

That is five years without any increase in salaries for public sector workers. 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 



14 


The decision to freeze public sector workers wages for five years cannot be 
blamed on the IMF. 

The Financial Secretary in the Observer of January 20 was reported to have 
said "inflation needs to be controlled as public sector wages would be frozen for 
four out of five years". That was a choice made by the Government of Jamaica. 
This is a deciSion that was made by the Government against the public sector 
workers of this nation. 

This wage freeze comes at a time when everyone is being battered and bruised 
by the policies of this government. All this, Mr. Speaker. without the process of 
social dialogue. and more importantly. without agreement. 

These are the same public sector workers whose houses will be sold if they 
cannot pay their maintenance fees for three months. They are the same people 
who will have to pay more for property tax starting this year. 

Then there is the private sector. Private sector workers are facing the same 
pressures as those in the public sector. They too need our attention in the 
development of policy to mitigate the impact of the crisis. 

JDX Impact 

I now turn to investors and other sectors of society. 

Mr. Speaker. the severely contracted budget may artifiCially balance the books, 
but will make it difficult, if not impossible to reap the benefits of the sacrifices 
made by the Jamaican investors, including those under the Jamaica Debt 
Exchange. 

Let no one misunderstand me. The JDX seeks to provide much nceded fiscal 
space for the government. We hope it is successful. 

But. instead of benefits, we have already seen layoffs from the banks. Instead 
of benefits. the Pension Funds, including the NIF, NHT and NHF and other 
government funds have been experiencing a fall in inflows. 

The Government has already admitted it forgot to consider the implications of 
this arrangement on the pension funds and the pensioners. How could you? 
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Mr. Speaker we know that it is important to manage Jamaica's debt and have 
always sought to implement measures to prudently manage the national debt. 

The Minister's own Debt Management Strategy laid on the Table of this 
honourable House confIrms this. It highlights 29 'Significant Developments in 
Debt Management between 1997 and February 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, 26 of those 29 strategies identifIed were implemented by the PNP 
Administration and according to the same document the IMF/World Bank 
publication "Guidelines for Public Debt Managemenf' identified Jamaica as 
"implementing prudent debt management practices". NothinC New. 

The Debt Management Strategy laid on the table of this house last Thursday by 
the Minister of Finance noted that "concurrent with the launch of the JDX, all 
three rating agencies placed Jamaica in the 'default' category. Mr. Speaker, the 
PNP pioneered Jamaica's debt management strategies. The former Minister of 
Finance and Opposition Spokesperson on Finance, Dr. Davies, has endured 
years of criticisms. To his credit, during his entire tenure as Minister, Jamaica 
was never placed in the 'default' category. 

Not even for a single day. 

Not even for a minute or a second. 

It never happened under Omar's watch. 

Stark ReaUties 

Mr. Speaker, we need to face some stark realities. We on this side of the 
House, are qUite aware of the economic constraints facing the country. We 
also know that there is another way than the approach adopted by the 
Government. 

The IMF warned of the risk. Mr. Speaker, let me again read from the IMF 
Article 4 report on Jamaica, January 2010: 

"The risks ofpolicy slippage are high. 
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The primary surplus targets are high by international standards, and 
their achievement is by no means assured. Significant slippage could 
occurn. 

Moreover, the .fiscal effort is to be underpinned by structural fiscal 
reforms that may take more time than expected to yield budgetary 
savings, given the risk of delays in implementation, such as capacity 
constraints, possible legal hurdles and uncertainties related to their 
costs" . [End of Quote) 

The report went on to say"even if the authorities, that are the Government 
of Jamaica, achieve the projected .fiscal adjustment, the debt-to-GDP 
ratios will remain high, unless economic growth picks up substantially'·. 

Why did the Government not choose the Extended Fund Facility instead of the 
Standby Agreement? 

The Extended Fund Facility would at least have given the country a breathing 
space to reduce the deficit. 

What is the rush and why are we going at a rate that will wreck the ship of 
state and plunge the majority of our people into abject poverty? 

Striking a Balance 

The people of Jamaica seem to be sounding a warning to the government that 
they must begin to strike a balance in their social and economic policies. 

The people's actions are speaking loudly and clearly. If the government does 
not strike a balance, the people may very well strike FOR balance. 

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, students of the University of the West Indies 
journeyed from Mona to protest in the vicinity of this very House. There has 
been a spate of illnesses affecting both the Jamaica Constabulary Force and 
the nursing corps. 

Frustration levels are growing Mr. Speaker. People in the public and also in the 
private sector are finding it more expensive to go to work than to stay home. 
This is a very dangerous trend. 
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We are being warned about this possibility, even by the IMF itself. Mr. Speaker, 
I quote from page 20 of the IMF Staff Report 2009 on Jrunaica. 

"Significant slippage could occur, particularly, given that a high degree 
of social and political consensus will be needed to sustain fiscal 
adjustment over the medium term'. 

Mr. Speaker, the balance we need goes beyond fiscal considerations. 


Mr. Speaker, what will happen if the government continues to liken our 

teachers to extortionists? Every time there is a disagreement, will they be 
called "dishonourable". 

Has the government withdrawn its "plunger" reference to its approach to public 
sector workers? 


What will happen if the Government continues to disrespect the nurses, 


labeling them uptown, downtown and midtown. Was this either necessary or 


appropriate? Does this government not know that culturally, in Jamaica. these 

are grave insults? 


Mr. Speaker, you know and I know that they are. 


The government must strike a balance; take the people into its confidence, and 

to show respect and civility to public servants, all workers and all Jamaicans. 


Consult not insult, dialogue not monologue. 


Mr. Speaker, the treatment of Jamaican workers over the past two and a half 

years has been atrocious. 

Mr. Speaker. how come with three outstanding Trade Union leaders who 
proved their mettle, working for the protection of workers' rights while I served 
as Minister of Labour and. and who are now Ministers. have sat idly by and 
allowed such disdain and disrespect to the Jamaican worker? 
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As a fonner Minister of Labour, my heart hurts deep within when I see the 
treatment being meted out to the public sector and other workers of Jamaica. 

The very Labour Code speaks to consensus building and collaboration. 

The Minister of Finance his presentation opening the debate is call1ng for 
understanding from the workers - what understanding'? Where is the 
understanding for the worker? You cannot call for understanding after the 
fact. There is no such thing as retroactive consultation. 

If you have genuine dialogue with the workers and build partnership, you will 
receive understanding, more importantly you will achieve consensus. 

• 	 How come they sat and allowed the dignity of the worker to be raided? 
• 	 How come they allowed wage freezes without consultation or dialogue? 
• 	 How come they have maintained such deafening silence in the wake of 

the anguish and suffering of the Jamaican worker? 
• 	 How come one of these Labour leaders, now in the Cabinet has 

maliciously and verbally sought to disrespect one of the country's 
greatest advocates for the rights of the Jamaican worker? 

• 	 How come the Cabinet with so many Trade Union leaders is going down 
in history as having presided over the most rapid dehumanization and 
deterioration In the quality of life of the Jamaican worker? 

• 	 How come they treat the nurses with contempt and ignore the calls of the 
police for consultation. Calling for understanding is not consultation. 

They government must strike an even balance in the decisions they make. 

For example, Mr. Speaker. I present this honourable house with a clear case of 
misplaced priorities. 

The NHF Is a dedicated fund for the health sector. Last year it provided 1.6 
billion dollars to assist health institutions. The NHF money is not Intended for 
general housekeeping. 

Would you believe, Mr. Speaker, as the Opposition Spokesman on Finance 
pointed out on Tuesday, this government continues to "raid the barn", 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 



19 


$400 million dollars was removed from the fund this year to help the 
government to meet the IMF test. 

In addition to that, the management of the NHF is taking 400 million dollars 
out of the fund to buy a new office building, at a time when the Prime Minister 
has said there are excess buildings that need to be utilized. 

The Prime Minister himself told us last year in this House, said, "in the 
corporate area alone, we have 269,000 square feet of government owned office 
space, empty and locked up." (End of Quote) 

This government has chosen to invest in a building, rather than the health care 
of our people. While they are "raiding the bam" they are forgetting the promise 
to build dialysis centers across the country. 

What kind of governnlent would choose to invest in fancy buildings when the 
delivery of health care to our people requires every cent it can get? 

The Government has an obligation to provide a stable and secure environment. 
You have the responsibility to repair that breach and restore the trust. 

On Bankruptcy and Deficits 

It is clear, Mr. Speaker, that the government is bankrupt. The fmancial issues 
aside, this government is bankrupt of ideas and certainly faces a massive trust 
deficit. 

The Budget is a prinmry example of that. The budget reflects a reduction in 
expenditure but it does not signal any priorities. It is a 'business as usual 
budget" but with less resources allocated. Some would want to spin this as 
'success', but in reality Mr. Speaker, it is manifestly delusional. There are no 
new ideas. 

This year's budget has been cast in the context of a new IMF agreement and a 
$22 billion dollars of new taxes three months before the new fmancial year 
began. 
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Yet Mr. Speaker the government looks the people in Jamaica straight in the eye 
and seeks to convince them that there are no new taxes in this budget. But the 
new taxes came three months ago. 

Mr. Speaker, that is a'Samfie! 

The bankruptcy of ideas has converged in the Public Relations campaign they 
call the "new beginning". Mr. Speaker, "ginnalship". 

NEW BEGINNING 

Mr. Speaker, this Government has embarked on a glitzy Public Relations 
campaign, dubbed 'The New Beginning". 

Governments normally talk about new beginnings when they have just 
assumed power. Governments do not talk about new beginnings in the middle 
of their term. . 

That veIY declaration is an acknowledgement that the past two and a half years 
have represented nothing but miscalculation, missteps and misdeeds. 

When you need a new beginning in the middle of your term it means you are 
finding excuses and begging for time, for a second chance because you have 
failed so miserably at the fIrst attempt. 

A new beginning means you should come with fresh ideas. New beginnings 
cannot be launched on the plans, programmes and achievements of your 
predecessors. 

Using the ideas of someone else does not make you the innovator. It makes you 
a copycat. 

The only thing that is new about your new beginning is that you are newly 
beginning to admit that the PNP's ideas and plans were visiona:ty. 

You are admitting that we were on the right path for the development of the 
count:ty and the people. 

Mr. Speaker, we are happy that the Government has finally come to its senses. 
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It is publicly acknowledging that the People's National Party is more 
progressive and reflects the best hope for the advancement of this nation. 

And while we are setting the records straight, Mr. Speaker, despite all its 
constant blaming of the PNP Administration, let us not forget that this 
Government inherited:

• 	 Interest rate at 11.8%, not 23%, not 12.75%, but 11.8 percent, 
• 	 Inflation at 5.8%; not 16.8, not 10.2%. It was 5.8% 
• 	 Unemployment was 9.8% the lowest ever recorded in the history of 

Jamaica; and 
• 	 Poverty was in single digit 9.6%. 

This Government also inherited: 

• 	 The Tourism Enhancement Fund, $5b 
• 	 The National Insurance Fund, $50B 
• 	 The Universal Access Fund. $4b 
• 	 The Petrocaribe Agreement, $18B 
• 	 The National Road Fund, $420m 
• 	 The Net International Reserve, $172.8b (US2.4b) 
• 	 The National Housing Trust, $89b and contribution 33.4 billion dollars 

and with a surplus $630.9 million 
• 	 The Education Transfonnation Fund, $5b 
• 	 The National Health Fund Approximately $3b 
• 	 The Chase Fund $200 million 
• 	 The Jamaica Social Investment Fund $197 million 
• 	 The Sports Development Fund $122 million. 
• 	 Over $343 billion dollars 

These are facts. That was Managementr 

Mr. Speaker, the fiscal deficit was 4.5 percent of G.D.P., not the cunent level of 
12.6 percent. 

Not only that Mr. Speaker. we also left: 
• 	 The Kingston Metropolitan Region Water Plan 
• 	 The Caymanas Park Development Plan 
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• Highway 2000 and its continuation 
• Eastern Jamaica Development Plan 

• Hannony Cove 
• Falmouth Pier, 
• Not to mention the upgrading of our airports and seaports 
• The 2030 Development Plan and so on, and so on 

What this so-called 'New Beginning Campaign' of the Government has in fact 
confirmed, is what we have known all along. they have absolutely no original 
idea or plan for the development of Jamaica. If we had we not developed and 
left all those things I just outlined. what would they have to talk about today? 

Truth is, Mr. Speaker, this government is simply making up the script as they 
flounder from one Budget to another. 

• They have floundered from one miscalculation to another. 
• They have floundered from one mistake to another and then another. 
• They have floundered from one misspeak to another; 
• They have floundered from one self-created crisis to another. 

THE WAY FORWARD - REPAIRING THE BREACH 

Mr. Speaker, we are contending that there has been a great breach. A breach in 
the covenants between the government and the people. 

The country is demanding a new way of doing business. 

The people are demanding an approach that mainstreams greater Participation, 
Accountability and Responsibility. 

They are beckoning for the re-valuation of critical institutions of our 
Democracy and our Governance. One such is the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker. the Opposition is committed to the sanctity of Parliament. 

We are committed to work with all national, social and political stakeholders to 
ensure a new accord for transparent and open governance. 
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In his inauguration speech, the Prime Minister committed himself and his 
Government to, and I quote "A strong Parliament and more effective 
political representation". 

He also indicated the curtailment of the powers of the Executive and the 
strengthening of Parliament, so that it can exert greater control over the 
government. 

This is the time for the real strengthening of Parliament. 

The Parliament must become the place for solutions to the country's critical 
and urgent problems. 

This is a time to be inclusive, not exclusive. 

I therefore propose that the Parliament sets aside two or three days every 
quarter to focus like a laser beam on critical national issues. 

We should be able to identify the obstacles in the way of our people's 
development. It will enable us to find solutions. 

This kind of approach will lead to consensus building through active 
participation under the watchful eyes of the entire nation through the helpful 
lenses of the Public Broadcasting Corporation of Jamaica and other media that 
have taken the Parliament in the homes of the Jamaican Family. 

It is this greater level of participation and the scrutiny that comes with it that 
we must leverage to forge that new and inclusive accord with the people of 
Jamaica. 

Mr. Speaker, we are after all, the people's representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, this approach will help us to utilize every tax dollar more 
efficiently in achieving the desired results which our nation craves. 
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The approach to these discussions should be: 

./ 	outcome-oriented; 

./ 	data driven; and 

./ 	in keeping with the Nation's long-term developmental objectives. 

My proposal is that from this moment onward our approach in this House 
must be embedded in the principle of Participation, Accountability and 
Responsibility of the Government and of the people. 

Perhaps if our Parliamentarians were engaged in these meaningful discussions, 
there would be less likelihood of the kind of cross-talk and crude behaviour 
which has characterized this Parliament. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to the citizens of our country to be exemplary in our 
conduct; truth is, we have not lived up to that obligation. 

Mr. Speaker. I believe that for this year there are four areas of priority which 
demand our immediate attention and targeted intervention: 

.:. 	 Firstly, we must discuss and agree how to provide the taxpayers of 
Jamaica with a safe. secure and just society. 

•:. Secondly. we must address the issues of producing our way out of this 
crisis and building a platform for growth and development. 

•:. Thirdly. Mr. Speaker. we must address development and empowerment 
of our people by determining adequate human resource development 
through appropriate education and training policies and programmes. 

•:. Finally. I want to place the issue of water squarely in the halls of this 
Parliament. Certainly we can all agree that the lack of water is now a 
major crisis throughout the entire country. 

SAFE. SECURE AND JUST SOCIETY 

Mr. Speaker, there is a growing sub-culture of violence and disrespect in the 
Jamaican society. This is manifested in violent crimes, violence in schools, 
domestic violence. gender-based violence. violence in the enforcement of law 
and order and even in the way we behave towards each other in this 
Honourable House. 
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This Administration came to office with the promise to reduce crime. They 
were armed with the MacMillan Road Map. At one point the chief engineer for 
that Road Map was himself the Minister of National Security. 

The reality is that last year there was a record number of murders, and other 
major crimes. 

Let me be very clear, our administration did not always achieve the desired 
targets in lowering the levels of violent crimes. 

We believe that together we must find new approaches to this persistent 
plague. 

You can depend upon our word - we will not make crime a political football. 
Our word is our bond. We commit to an open and objective partnership with 
the government so that collectively and on the people's behalf, we can finally 
forge an alliance of all law-abiding citizens and entities to restore safety and 
security across all the communities of this land. 

Mr. Speaker, it is purported that crime robs us of 7% of GDP. 

Crime increases the number of trauma cases in our hospitals. it reduces the 
productivity of businesses and it affects the ability of our children to learn. 

We are therefore recommending that we take time to discuss in the Parliament 
the levels of crime in the country and the actions that as a people we must be 
take. 

We must send a strong signal to the country that as a Parliament, we are 
united on this critical issue. 

This should be done in addition to the debates on the Crime Bills which are 
pending. 

This must not just be a one-time affair. but a permanent agenda item of the 
parliamentary calendar. 

We must receive quarterly reports on the progress and agree to the 
adjustments and the resources required to solving the problem of crime. 
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We must find ways to improve the rate of detection, arrest and conviction. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot discuss safety, security and public order and not 
discuss the capacity building of our security forces. 

In addition to the human resource development, the application of technology, 
and new techniques in crime-fighting is the way to go. 

I know it can be done if we work together and engage the assistance and 
support of our local and international partners. 

If Parliamentarians on both sides, 

• 	 the media, 
• 	 the church, 
• 	 the private sector, 
• 	 community organizations, 
• 	 the Trade Union Movement and 
• 	 Non-governmental organizations commit to solving crime and focus on 

doing so, we will defeat this monster. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe in the people of Jamaica. I believe in their innate 
goodness, in their willingness to choose good over evil and I believe that the 
overwhelming majority of our citizens are law-abiding people who want peace. 
They are entitled to that peace. 

They are entitled to security and we must provide them with peace and 
security. 

We must do what is right - we must send the right signals. 

Included in any community-based strategy to solve crime, must be what I have 
termed a 'rescue mission programme" which will target the youth at risk. 

We must rescue that youth who is a prime candidate for recruiunent by 
criminals as well as those who are now in the clutches of criminals. 

We must rescue them from the fringes of society and facilitate suitable 
alternatives that will see them reintegrated into the formal society. 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 



27 


We must bring them into a productive life. We must show them that there is 
another way, a better way. 

We must find the budgetary support and craft the social intervention 
programmes which will target the worst crime factories island-wide and 
systematically eradicate the conditions which manufacture murderers and turn 
our playing fields into killing fields. 

We will not become a safe and a just society, if so many of our young men and 
women feel that there is no other way. There is another way - a better way. 

JUSTICE REFORM . 

However, Mr. Speaker, We will not become a safe and just society if our Justice 
Reform Programme remains on the back burner. 

From what we have been hearing from the Judges, who, of course, are 
extremely sparing in their public utterances, the Government has been halting, 
at best. in its approach to the Justice Reform Programme. 

A real complaint that is being made is that the management of the courts, 
including the financial management, has not yet been removed from the 
Ministry of Justice, and placed in a speCialized section, headed by the Chief 
Justice. 

That is the means by which the independence of the judiciary is best assured. 

We urge the Government, once again, to have this implemented, and expect 
that this will be a feature of any Budget exercise which is to follow, under any 
administration. 

I repeat the recommendation first made early in 2007, when the Chevannes 
Task Force presented its findings to the public at the Jamaica Conference 
Centre. 

A broad-based Oversight Committee, including the Opposition, stakeholders 
and civil society should be established to guide the Reform Process, and that 
its work should be kept constantly in the public's eye. 
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I made that suggestion because we fully agreed with the Task Force's 
recommendation that the Ministry of Justice should take appropriate steps to 
continue and expand the mobilization process for dialogue and engagement, as 
a permanent feature of the implementation phase of the Reform of the Justice 
System. 

Mr. Speaker, the public must be encouraged to own the Programme, based on 
a full understanding of the link between the proper administration of justice, 
and social and economic development. 

This will build confidence in the justice system and is a prerequisite for the 
attainment of a Safe and Just SOCiety. 

ESTABLISHNING A NATIONAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT PlATFORM 

Mr. Speaker, the second area of priority I wish to discuss is the establishment 
of a National Growth and Development Platform. 

As it appears from the review of the Budget and according to the Minister of 
Finance, he does not seem to believe that growth is his responsibility. 

That is why there is no indication in this budget on the plans for growth. 

During the latter part of our tenure, we were criticized for growth of between 
1.7 and 2.7% per annum. It was described then as anaemic. 

However, between 2008/09 and 2013/14, the Government is projecting net 
growth of only 1.3 percent over the six years. That is an average of 0.2 
percent per year. 

Mr. Speaker, the country cannot take ten more quarters of this performance. 

Accordingly, this is what the Opposition is proposing. The issue of economic 
growth and job creation must be the subject of extensive, intense and ongoing 
discussion within the Parliament and outside. 

We will engage in dialogue with captains of industry, the traditional private 
sector, the finanCial sector, the small business sector, the self employed, 
farmers, artisans, members of the trade union movement and civil society. 
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Mr. Speaker, there are approximately 400,000 small businesses in Jamaica, 
and I am firmly of the view that this sector holds great potential for the 
economic growth of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, imagine what would happen if one-tenth of this 400,000 
businesses could be facilitated to each employ one additional person this year. 

Single step forward would add 40,000 jobs and compensate for the 50,000 jobs 
lost this year. It will happen by pronouncements and it will not happen by 
draconian tax measures; it will not happen just by pronouncements. 

It was Winston Churchill who said, and I quote: "I contend thatfor a nation 
to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and 
trying to lift himselfup by the handle". [End ofquotel 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot tax ourselves into growth. 

Therefore we should embark upon a series of consultations with small business 
operators to ascertain directly from them what needs to be done by them, by 
the government and by the rest of the society to allow them to expand their 
businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the development partners that have been most 
neglected and who are negatively affected by this thirty-month long experiment. 
They must be brought into the mainstream of the economy. 

Their active participation in developing progressive and innovative solutions is 
crucial. 

We have laid the infrastructure; we must now provide the access, the guidance 
and the support. That Mr. Speaker is what we on this side are committed to do 
on the people's behalf. 

Let us make this Parliament the place where the people's business takes 
precedence. There can be no greater priority than the growing of the economy, 
achieving sustainable development and securing the future of the Jamaican 
family. 
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Jamaica has far too many fruits that grow in abundance. ripens. falls to the 
ground and rots each year. The - agro industry must be strengthened and 
expanded to make use of the periods of plenty. 

We must export our exotic fruits and flavorings. We must have them ready here 
in Jamaica for our visitors and our citizens to enjoy in all forms - fresh. dried. 
bottled and canned. as puree and as juice. 

There are idle lands and there are idle hands. we must bring the two together 
with the application of science and technology so that 'Brand Jamaica' is not 
restricted to a few select areas or rising stars but the wide array of possibilities 
that is Jamaica - a constellation of opportunities and possibilities. 

Mr. Speaker. a restructured Development Bank that is accessible in every 
Parish. can become the hub for the kind of development that we seek. Let us 
discuss these issues in the Parliament. Let us truly put Jamaica first. 

Human Resources Development 

Mr. Speaker, development is the application of human and economic resources 
to satisfY society's needs through poliCies and programmes. It should achieve 
realizable, equitable and sustainable outcomes that are agreed through 
participation and consultation with the people. 

A critical pathway to achieving this Vision is Education and Training. 

Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the house know the value of Education and 
Training. 

Tertiary Education 

Let me spend a few minutes addressing a matter that has been dominating 
public debate in recent times - that of tertiary education. 

It has been recognized that, in order to sustain economic growth, countries 
need to have a significant body of post-secondary educated citizens. 
International research pOints to a first degree as the basic requirement for 
participation in the global economy. 
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I am disappointed with the Government's commitment in its Letter of Intent to 
the IMF. and in several communications to students, to apply a nominal freeze 
to its subsidy on tertiary education. At best. it is an indication of the 
unenlightened direction the Government intends to go with tertiary education. 
At worse. it is the development of a tertiary education policy in, as they say, a 
'chaka chaka' manner. 

The Government has broken its own "sacred" commitment to apply a nominal 
freeze to the tertiary education subsidy. The Minister is on record suggesting 
that the fee increases will be no greater than inflation. 

Mr. Speaker, not only did the Government break its promise to the students, it 
slashed the tertiary allocation by over $1 billion or almost 13 percent 

This slash in tertiary subsidy will have tremendous implications on the basic 
aspirations of our middle class and poor. It threatens the dreaniS of hundreds 
of thousands of Jamaicans who aspire to improve their condition through the 
pursuit of education. 

Mr. Speaker, inflation is 13%. With this 13% slash in tertiary subsidy. how will 
this affect the increases in tuition? 

How will the psychology of poorer students be affected by their high debt and 
the uncertainty of finding a job after leaving university? 

How will students repay a higher percentage of their already meager salary to 
the Students Loan Bureau after leaving university to Student's Loan Bureau? 

Will this affect people's interest in pursuing tertiary studies? 

Wouldn't have been better to reform the Student's Loan Bureau before 
implementing this regreSSive policy? 

What is being done in the immediate term to reform repayment poliCies at the 
SLB? 

Yet this government says they put education first? 
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Greater Focus for Early Childhood Education 

The budgets for early childhood and primary education were also reduced. It 
was our Administration that established the Early Childhood Commission to 
give focus to Early Childhood education. And all the progress made in this area 
can be attributed to that development. It is time we change gear. 

I am making a call for us as a country to invest more resources into early 
childhood education. In fact, I can declare that any future PNP Administration 
will not leave the future of our young and vulnerable to the chances of nature 
we will be playing a greater role in early childhood education because we 
believe. and the evidence shows. that if we start them right. we will make them 
bright. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe strongly that no child will be left behind because of the 
circumstances of their birth. Under the Progressive Agenda, we will remove the 
obstacles to progress so we can have improved outcoD1es. 

Settle Teacher Salary Issue 

The Opposition remains conceTIl by the industrial climate in the public sector 
and particularly the teachers. Teachers are the life-blood of a good education 
system. In fact, a recent McKinsey survey concluded that "the quality of an 
education system cannot be better than the quality of its teachers". 

Our nation's teachers deserve better remuneration. We also believe improved 
remuneration must go hand in hand with improved performance and greater 
accountability on the part of teachers. 

The Opposition is conceTIled that the protracted negotiations between the 
teachers and the GoveTIlIDent could lead to a disruption in the education 
sector, and is urging the GoveTIlIDent to honour and settle the various 
commitments they have made to the teachers. 

The Minister of Finance has described the leadership of the JTA in very 
regrettable terms. There is nothing dishonourable about the teachers insisting 
on the Government honouring its own commitment to the teachers. 
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There is nothing dishonourable for the JTA to maintain the hard won gains in 
teacher remuneration and to protect the value of their money. 

What is dishonourable is the disregard paid to teachers and public sector 
workers; the last minute communication; and the unilateral approach to wage 
negotiations. 

I make an appeal to the Government to honour the outstanding work of the 
teachers - let us extend a hand of partnership and not one of confrontation. 

I am urging the Administration to raise the bar, remove the ego, and display 
some level of maturity and statesmanship when dealing with these highly 
sensitive matters. Given the impact that these negotiations could have on the 
education sector, I am calling on the Government to not politicize this matters. 
Let us utilize our best industrial relations expertise and arrive at a win-win 
solution. This must retain the value of the teachers' salary but also ease the 
fiscal constraints being experienced by the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, financing of education must also be treated in a bipartisan 
manner - it is one of those areas of national life that we cannot afford to 
politicize. There needs to be consensus on the financing of our education 
system. We cannot go on like this. 

Mr. Speaker, we are living in the information age. The approach I have just 
outlined ensures that we are able achieve a culture of innovation, science and 
technology in our schools. We should begin from the first Grade. This is critical 
to increasing the knowledge of Science and Technology and their application to 
production and agriculture. 

It was with this in mind that the Universal Access Funds was conceptualized 
and established. 

We were thinking long-term because we recognized that human development is 
not only personal, it is national. 

Mr. Speaker, education is one of the most important tools of productivity and 
upward social mobility. 
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Every target set out in the Vision 2030 Plan, as well as the National Export 
Strategy assumes a well- educated, well-nourished and healthy workforce. 

SPORTS 

One area of hope and joy over the last year has been the performance of our 
sportsmen and women. 

Let me congratulate the Jamaican sportsmen and women for their performance 
on the national, regional and international, stages. 

We are proud that it was our Administration which laid the foundation that 
enabled the sportsmen and women, their parents, their communities and the 
entire Jamaica to beam with pride whenever and wherever they grace the 
sporting arena. 

Against this background, I call upon the Government to ensure that the 
resources earmarked for Sports Development Foundation remain dedicated to 
the development of sports. 

This should not be raided, you did not plant the corn, so do not rain the barn. 

Further, Mr. Speakers, I call on the Government to implement the plans which 
were made for the Sports Centre for the hosting and management of athletes as 
well as for the treatment of athletes. 

I call on the Government to immediately establish and implement the Sports 
Museum. The plans were completed and research done by Mr. Jimmy 
Carnegie, of blessed. It will not only showcase Jamaica's rich history of 
sporting prowess, but will provide inspiration for future champions. Let us 
honour our sportsmen and women. 

It could also be a source of income, recognizing that Sports is indeed a multi 
billion dollar revenue source for the country. 
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WATER 

Mr. Speaker I tUITl now to the pressing issue of Water. The National Water 
Commission's slogan is "Water is life". This is not just a slogan. Water is 
indeed Life. 

In 2004 the GoveITlment developed a Water Sector Policy Strategies and Action 
Plan which focused on ensuring universal access to potable water by 2015. 

As the 2009 Economic and Social Survey of Jamaica noted, 'the water sub
industry sector continues to be guided by that and the Rural Water Master 
plan'. 

Mr. Speaker, the current situation however, warrants that in addition to what 
was started by us, some new and immediate actions must now be taken. 

A progressive approach that measures our net water resources against 
projected needs for domestic, agricultural, industrial and commercial purposes 
needs to begin in eaITlest. 

More importantly, it should facilitate an understanding of the infrastructure 
that needs to be put in place for harvesting. storing. distributing, and recycling 
water. 

From that Mr. Speaker, comes the blue print of the nature of state agencies 
that need to be established or retrofitted with appropriate policies for this sub
sector. Mr. Speaker. water must be treated as a National Developmental 
Priority. 

CONCLUSION 

Mr. Speaker, as we have seen, Jamaica is in a time and at a place where we are 
hitting new lows. It is a time when the very pride and dignity of our people 
have been eroded. 

The most basic activities are met with a wave of indignity, fear and anxiety 

• The indignity now associated with going to the supennarket or the shop; 
• The indignity of wanting to paying your bills and being unable to so; 
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• 	 The indignity of trying to prepare a payroll by calling to beg for an 
extended overdraft - again! 

• 	 The indignity of Jamaican travelers holding their breaths when checking 
in at the airport, because their visas may be cancelled; 

• 	 The indignity of workers being insulted simply for asking that their 
government keeps its commitments, and the further indignity of being 
unable to pay their bills, because the government won't keep its 
commitments; 

• 	 The indignity of facing the landlord, the banker and the bailiff; 
• 	 The indignity of a tax team and 1V camera showing up at your church, 

office or business; 
• 	 The indignity of Air Jamaica workers learning that this is their last flight, 

on the day that they turn up to work; 
• 	 The indignity of students being de-registered and not being able to take 

their exams. 
• 	 Mr. Speaker, the great indignity of simply wondering which might be the 

day that you and your children will not be able to take a bath. 

We know that as Jamaicans, our forebears fought to maintain their dignity 
from the plantation to the picket line, from farmland to factory, from being 
unemployed to business owners. And they did so by maintaining a sense of 
community. 

Within communities we learned to keep our heads high - to polish our shoes 
brightly even when they had holes; 

to farm my land today and your land tomorrow, because there is strength 
and power in numbers; and unity; to dig up the last hill of yam and take a 
piece for our neighbour; to cook the little we had and still take a plate of 
dinner for the elderly neighbour around the corner or someone who is ill. 

Through communities we learned to throw a 'partner' and 'run a boat'. 

Mr. Speaker, we still believe in the power of the family and of community. 

Our philosophy has always been 'together we can'. 
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So Mr. Speaker. although it seems as if in this glorious land of wood and 
water. the river of hope has run dry. it is in this very time of great indignity, 
that we call on the leaders at all levels of the SOciety to create that sense of 
community. We call on the leadership of our country to help our people to 
pull themselves up to full height, and with all the dignity. pride. resolve and 
determination we can muster, and move this nation forward. 

With each step. hope must be regained. Each bead of sweat along the 
journey represents honest. dignified effort. 

We stand here today in the dry river bed. but we know that there is a 
fountain on the other side of the mountain. and Mr. Speaker, we know in 
our heart of hearts how to get there. 

We will take the journey up the steep and treacherous mountainside to get 
to the wellspring of pride, dignity and prosperity once more. 

But Mr. Speaker, effective leadership on the journey is as important as our 
collective will. As we go, we must not be threatened and beaten, insulted or 
injured. 

That mode of leadership will not take us there. As leaders, it our role to 
build up, not break down the resolve. pride and dignity of the Jamaican 
people. 

• It is our job to encourage - not whip; 
• to discuss - not punish; 
• to consult - not insult; 
• to build up not destroy, 
• to empower, not embarrass. 

The route chosen by our leaders must take us closer to. not further from the 
wellspring. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that this nation can only get to the fountain hand in 
hand, with the strongest helping the weakest. 

As a community, we need to tell each other - "we can do this" - one step at a 
time - even when there is no end in sight and our heart throbs, our legs 
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bum and we get dizzy and out of breath, as the tears well up in our eyes, 
and things seem impossible. Even if some fall by the wayside. as people 
will, just to have someone to stop and encourage, "you can do this", "we can 
make it", will make all the difference. 

And Mr. Speaker. we can. We can make it - we can do it. 

Mr. Speaker, even in this land of wood and water, when the river of hope 
has run dry, in this time we know, as poet Jean Wilson reminds us, it is: 

.... a strange Kind of time 


A born-again time 


A looking up time 


Give thanks for this feeling 


Of healing 


Love on our faces 


Light for dark places 


Shining so bright 


Erasing the night 


What a strange kind of time 


A looking up time 


What a beautiful dawning 


Hope in the morning. 


Yes Mr. Speaker, a new day is dawning, and we see the rising sun. We will 

repair the breach and we will restore the dignity of the Jamaican people. 
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